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Lithuania Philatelic Society – 75 years

On October 20, 1946, the Lithuania Philatelic Society 
(Filatelistų draugija “Lietuva”) was founded in Chicago by Mr. 
Ignatius Sakalas and a group of passionate philatelists. With 
Mr. John Green as President, Mr. Sakalas as Vice President, 
Mr. Ben S. Jurėnas as secretary, and Mr. Vincent Petrauskas 
as treasurer. Other founding members who attended the 
inaugural meeting included Dr. A. Račkus and Mr. J. Klimas.

In December 1946, the Society's first newsletter, edited by 
Mr. Jurėnas, made its debut as a 2-page long publication 
produced by hectograph. By February 13, 1947, the Society 
had officially adopted its bylaws, emphasizing its mission 
to assist members in completing their Lithuanian stamp 
collections and fostering the study of postage stamps and 
philatelic history related to Lithuania.

The society's inaugural philatelic exhibition, held in April 
1947, showcased sixteen members' collections in 138 frames, 
marking the beginning of a successful journey. As the first 
year came to an end in December 1947, the Society's mem-
bership had grown to 33, symbolizing its growing impact on 
the Lithuanian community.

The founding of the Lithuania Philatelic Society was a sig-
nificant event for the entire Lithuanian community. After 
22 years of independence, Lithuania remained occupied by 
the Soviet Union after World War II. During this dark period, 
many prominent individuals tragically lost their lives, were 
deported to Siberia, or sought refuge in Western Europe to 
escape the oppressive regime.

Amidst these challenging circumstances, the Society played 
a vital role in actively preserving the rich heritage of Lithu-
ania. It steadfastly stood as a symbol of resilience, tirelessly 
safeguarding the cultural and historical legacy in the face 
of atrocities and the pervasive Sovietization that gripped 
the nation. 

Following a wave of massive immigration of Lithuanians escap-
ing Soviet occupation, the Society experienced substantial 
growth in its activities. Many esteemed philatelists among the 
immigrants became active members, enriching the Society's 
ranks with their expertise. Proactively promoting Lithuanian 
philately, the Society disseminated knowledge through an 
informative bulletin and LITHPEX exhibitions, while also 
providing support for cultural events that showcased the 
nation's vibrant history, culture, and traditions.

Furthermore, the Society engaged in diverse philatelic ven-
tures, such as issuing cachet and commemorative covers, 
special cancels, commemorative overprints, and beautifully 

illustrated albums for Lithuanian stamp collectors. The Soci-
ety maintained close ties with other Lithuanian philatelic 
organizations in the US and Canada.

Following the collapse of the Soviet empire and Lithuania's 
regaining of independence in 1990, the Society rejoiced 
in celebrating free and independent Lithuania, welcoming 
new philatelists from the country to its ranks. The Society's 
bulletin evolved from information publications to richly illus-
trated magazine dedicated to classic and modern Lithuanian 
philately and postal history.

The advent of the internet opened new avenues for the 
Society, enabling it to connect with global audiences through 
its website. With an online presence for over a decade, the 
Society shares up-to-date information, publishes studies, 
hosts virtual stamp galleries, philatelic forums, and exhibi-
tions, and manages its membership.

Despite the changes brought about by time and technol-
ogy, the Lithuania Philatelic Society remains steadfast in 
its strategic goals. It continues to promote Lithuanian his-
tory and culture, support philatelists in their exploration of 
stamps and postal history of Lithuania, and foster a strong 
global community of enthusiasts united by their passion for 
Lithuanian philately.

As the Society celebrates its 75th anniversary, it proudly 
boasts a membership of 140 active philatelists from 13 
countries, exemplifying its international reach.

With a rich history behind it, the Lithuania Philatelic Society 
eagerly anticipates the next 25 years, eagerly looking for-
ward to new discoveries and accomplishments in the world 
of philately and beyond.

Audrius Brazdeikis,  
President of the Lithuania Philatelic Society
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Lithuania Philatelic Society  
Celebrates its 75th Anniversary
Violeta Rutkauskienė, Chicago, Illinois

EN

On October 20, 2021, the Lithuania Philatelic Society marked 
the 75th anniversary of its first steps in America. In recog-
nition of the 75th jubilee of the Lithuania Philatelic Society 
and acknowledging its long-time contribution to popularizing 
Lithuanian philately in the world, Lithuanian Post issued a 
commemorative stamp.

The Society’s beginnings

Like any larger or smaller anniversary, this anniversary allows 
us to recall the road taken by the Lithuania Philatelic Soci-
ety (LPS) and its accomplishments. The last 25 years of the 
Society’s history have been full of activity, but the primary 
aims and obligations remain the same, and its members have 
remained as energetic, active, creative, and persistent as 
before in their search for new, modern forms of interaction 

Fig. 1: The 75th Anniversary stamp issued by Lithuanian Post of the FDC

and activity. In this text, we will recall the path taken by the 
Society, spending a bit more time on the last 25 years of the 
Society’s activity to remember some of the more noteworthy 
works and achievements.

From the very founding of the LPS in 1946 in Chicago, its 
founder Ignas Sakalas and his companions put in much effort 
and worked toward bringing together in one Society Lithu-
anian philatelists from across the world and all those with an 
interest in Lithuanian postage stamps and their history. But 
those who came together in the Society were united not only 
by their enthusiasm for postage stamps but also by patriotic 
purposes, a shared concern for the fate of the Homeland, the 
idea of reviving Lithuania’s Independence, the aspiration of 
communicating to the world, through philately, our nation’s 
history and its struggle to restore and preserve its sover-
eignty. Most important of all was the aim of announcing to 
the world, through philately, the painful loss of Lithuania’s 
Independence, to bear witness and to speak constantly of the 
catastrophic Soviet occupation and the enslaved Homeland. 
The founders of the Society understood perfectly well that 
Philately is a silent ambassador, able to have an influence at 
the highest political levels and in Society in general when 
making the case for setting Lithuania free. And their hopes 
were fully justified. The Society and its members can justifi-
ably take pride in how Lithuanian philately and its efforts 
significantly contributed to the aspiration of setting Lithuania 
free. The Society’s founding was an essential and meaning-
ful event for collectors of Lithuanian postage stamps. The 
news of the Society’s founding encouraged Lithuanians of 

Fig. 2: John Green – the first president of the society, Eva A. Lukas. Dr. Walter M. Eisin, Ignatius Sakalas, Kazys Meškonis, Liudas Kairys, 
Juozas Žygas, Edmundas Jasiūnas, Jonas Adomėnas, Jonas Variakojis, Dr. Audrius Brazdeikis
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The first international philatelic exhibition

On October 15–17, 2010, together with the Polonus Philatelic 
Society, a large-scale philatelic exhibition and commemoration 
of the 600th anniversary of the Battle of Žalgiris (Grunwald) 
was held. The event was led by a joint organizing committee 
of the two societies: Violeta Rutkauskienė and Jonas Varia-
kojis, who represented the LPS and Ch. Schafer represented 
the Polonus Philatelic Society. For this occasion, a silver and 
bronze medallion was issued, funded jointly by the Poles 
and the Lithuanian American Council, along with the event 
poster, commemorative covers, and the commemorative 
USA postage stamp. The stamp was designed and created 
by V. Rutkauskienė. The exhibition was rich in philatelic 
collections, collected historical material, and an interesting 
event program. The exhibition, with its abundant historical 
material and museum displays, was sponsored by the Balzekas 
Museum of Lithuanian Culture. For three days, the Battle of 
Žalgiris (Grunwald) was the subject of lectures, film screen-
ings, and discussions at the Balzekas Museum of Lithuanian 
Culture. The exhibition was opened by the Consuls General 
of Lithuania and Poland in Chicago, Skaistė Anulienė and 
Zygmunt Matynia, and the Honorary Consuls of Lithuania 
and Poland, Stanley Balzek Jr. and Robert Ogrodnik. One of 
the most prominent Lithuanian experts in medieval history, 
Dr. Romas Batūra, delivered a lecture. The distinguished 
American historian Dr. William Urban also delivered a lecture. 
Interesting expositions were made by Chicago residents 
Dr. R. Vitas, E. Lukoševičius, and J. Vainius. Bob Tamošaitis 
Luddy presented a wonderful diorama of the Battle of Žalgiris 

Fig. 5: 
a) Four consuls opening an international philatelic exhibition

b) Diorama of the Battle of Žalgiris

(Grunwald) that he had constructed, drawing the interest of 
all event participants and visitors. During the event, a film of 
the re-enactment of the battle in Poland was screened, as 
was the documentary “Žaliosios girios ainiai” (Descendants of 
the Green Forest) by the prominent Lithuanian documentary 
maker Algis Kuzmickas. The joint event of the two philatelic 
societies was very successful, attracting members of the 
public, young people, and students.

Working with the youth

At the end of 2012, responding to an invitation from the 
Consul General of the Republic of Lithuania, Marijus Gudy-
nas, to ceremoniously commemorate the 80th anniversary 
of the flight of S. Darius and S. Girėnas across the Atlantic, 
Lithuania Philatelic Society, together with the Lithuanian 
American Community’s Cultural Council and the Čiurlionis 
Art Gallery in Chicago, held an impressive drawing contest 
for children and students of Lithuanian Weekend schools to 
design a postage stamp. The contest was sponsored by the 

Fig. 6: 
a) Robert Tamošaitis Luddy, the creator of the Žalgiris Battle diorama, 

explaining to students the flags and battle strategy of Lithuanian,  
Polish, and Crusader army units

Maironis Lithuanian School students in Lemont, IL, observing  
the Žalgiris battlefield in the diorama
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Litva-Vilna Guberniya Post Office Locations Compared: 
1801-12, 1820, 1829
Andrew Kapochunas, Long Island City, New York

The earliest map for which I have a high-definition image 
depicting the locations of post ofices in historic Lithuania 
(Fig. 1) is dated 1820, and probably published 1821. Prior 
to that time, maps of the area often showed “Postal Roads” 
without identifying towns with post offices. This map, with 

titles, legends, and town names in Russian and Polish, is 
titled “Виленскoй губернiй /Gubernii Wilenskiey.” (The official 
transliterated name of the entity was “Litva-Vilna guberniya,” 
in existence 1801-40, when “Litva” was dropped from the 
name.)  The map was created by military cartographer Col. 

Fig. 1: 1820 Pyadyshev/ Пядышев (cartographer): "Виленскoй губернiй /Gubernii Wilenskiey” www.loc.gov 
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Each of the three maps show distances between post offices 
in versts (верста/wiorst), an obsolete Russian unit of length 
defined, in this era, as 500 sazhen, making a verst equal to 
1.0668 kilometers/0.6629 miles/3,500 feet.

Using the post-offices-by-date lists in “Paštas Lietuvoje iki 1918 
metų: siuntos, antspaudai, žymos” to establish a comparison 
"map" for 1801-12, I will now compare the locations of post 
offices as depicted on the three sources, by post roads:  
#1: Palanga to Panevėžys a) Palanga to Telšiai

Fig. 6: 1801-12

Fig. 7: 1820

Fig. 8: 1829

While the 1801-12 map and the 1820 map depict the same 
five towns as having post offices, the 1829 map, while 
showing the same distances between towns/post offices, 
has had posthorns erased for Kretinga, Kartena, and Plungė, 
indicating that they no longer had post offices. All five were 
“Lithuanian” in 1801-12: for hundreds of years prior to the 
1795 Third Partition of the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth, 
Palanga had been part of the Duchy/Eldership of Samogitia 

(Žemaičių seniūnija) within the Grand Duchy of Lithuania 
(Lietuvos Didžioji Kunigaikštystė). From 1795 to December 11, 
1796, it was part of Vilna g., and from December 12, 1796, 
to 1817 it was part of Litva-Vilna g. In 1817 Palanga was 
assigned to Kuršo g. Palanga again became a “Lithuanian” – 
not a “Latvian” – city on March 30, 1921.

#1: Palanga to Panevėžys b) Telšiai to Šiauliai

Fig. 9: 1801-12

Fig. 10: 1820

For details about the Russian Postal system and its stations in the 
first half of the 19th century, I refer you John Randolph’s chapter: 
“Postal System of the Russian Empire, 1700–1850,” pages 155-
183 in “Information and Empire” by Simon Franklin and Katherine 
Bowers, available online thanks to Open Book Publishers at:  
https://books.openedition.org/obp/4750?lang=en
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#7 Vilnius to Druja b) Švenčionys to Druja

Post office at Vidžiai, Breslauja, and Druja do not 
appear on 1801 lists. Vidžiai is on  1812 lists, but 
Breslauja and Druja are not. Druja – today’s Druya/
Друя in Belarus – was part of Minsk g. from 1796 to 
1843, when Vilna g. was enlarged with three districts: 
Vilyeka and Dzisna (Druja had been in Dzisna) from 
Minsk g., and Lida district from Grodno g.   

Fig. 43: 1801-12

Fig. 44: 1820

A post office at Apsas (Opsa/Опса on the map and 
in today’s Belarus – appears for  the first time 19 
versts northeast of Vidžiai (Widzy/Відзы) in today’s 
Belarus. Also  appearing on this map is a post office 
for Breslauja (Braslaw/Браслав) – today’s Браслаў in 
Belarus, as well as a post office 24½ versts northeast: 
Czerniawa, which is the site, I believe, of today’s Slo-
bodka/Слабодка, Belarus. Druja is, correctly, absent,  
not being in Litva-Vilna g., but the map shows a postal 
station, Przydruysk/Придруйскъ (today’s Druysk in 
Belarus) in Minsko g., just over the border of Litva-
Vilna g. in 1820, 20  versts northeast of Czerniawa 
(Slobodka/Слабодка). 

Fig. 45: 1829

The 1829 map shows that three post offices have 
closed since 1820: the posthorns for Apsas, Breslauja, 
and Czerniawa have been erased, apparently part of a 
down-grading of the Vidžiai to Druja route – a route 
taken by part of Napoleon’s army. Meanwhile, a new 
post road is depicted going due north from Vidžiai 
ultimately to Daugpilis/Daugavpils, in Kuršo g., today’s 
Latvia. New post offices along the way have opened 
at Dryswiaty/Дрисвяты in today’s Belarus, and at 
Brigen, which is, I believe, a manor house of the von 
der Brüggen family.

To summarize: maps of the area created/published during 
that time can confirm published information that particular 
post offices were active, not yet opened, or shut down, as 
well as approximately when some major postal routes were 
established or down-graded.

Not considered in this article is the impact to post offices of 
Napoleon’s march to, and retreat from, Moscow, even though, 
as shown in Fig. 46, the postal routes from Jurbarkas to Kaunas, 
from Kaunas to Vilnius, and from Vilnius to Druja, and on to 
Moscow, were taken advantage of by his armies.  

For further information on Napoleon in Lithuania, and on mail 
sent from there by the “Grande Armée,” see articles by Dr. 
Vytautas Doniela in LPS # 236, 2007: “Napoleon and Lithu-
ania, 1807 and 1812,” and # 248, 2020: “Lithuania ‘restored’ 
by Napoleon in 1812.” 

Depending on reader interest, sequels to this article, compar-
ing depictions of post offices on maps after 1829 to World 
War I can follow.
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Atvirukas „Vytautas Didysis“/  
Postal card Grand Duke Vytautas
Ričardas Vainora, Kaunas

LT EN

Lietuvos paštas 1930 metų vasario 15 dieną išleido seriją 
pašto ženklų „Didžiojo kunigaikščio Vytauto 500 mirties 
metinės“. Šie ženklai buvo išimti iš apyvartos nuo 1934 m. 
liepos 15 d. Su 15 ct. vertės ženklu 1930 metais buvo išleisti 
ir du ženkliniai atvirukai vidaus korespondencijai: paprastas 
ir "dvigubas", su atsakymu. Tai buvo vieninteliai Lietuvos 
ženkliniai atvirukai, kuriems panaudoti proginiai pašto ženklai.

Atvirukų išleidimo data lieka 
nežinoma, nežinome ir jų 
tiražų. Tačiau neseniai aukci-
one buvo parduotas atvirukas 
su 15 ct. ženklu "Vytautas 
Didysis", kuris mums suteikė 
naujos informacijos.

Atvirukas, skirtas atsakymui, 
panaudotas kaip paprastas 
pašto atvirukas. Pašto taisy-
klėms tai neprieštaravo, abi 
"dvigubo" atviruko dalis buvo 
galima panaudoti korespon-
dencijai kaip paprastus atviru-
kus. 1934 m. liepos 16 dieną 
atvirukas pasiųstas iš Nidos 
į Klaipėdą. Lyg ir viskas būtų 
normalu. Tačiau ten pat, Nidoje ant atviruko buvo uždėtas 
elipsinis antspaudas „PRIMOKĖTI  NIDA“. Į antspaudą įrašyta 
priemokos suma 30 ct, šalia tuo pačiu raudonu pieštuku 
padėtas parašas, matyt, Nidos pašto darbuotojo. Tuo pieš-
tuku apvestas ir pašto ženklas. Žiūrime ką apie tai rašo 1931 
metais išleistos „Pašto taisyklės“:

Punktas 32. Pašto siunta laikoma neapmokėta, jei a) prilipinti išimti iš 
apyvartos ženklai.

Punktas 34. Šalia beverčių pašto ženklų rašomas ženklas – „O“.

Punktas 107. Nepilnai arba visai neapmokėti atvirukai siunčiami į skirtas 
vietas be kliūčių ir už juos pašto mokestis reikalaujamas iš adresato dvigu-
bai. Jeigu adresatas atsisako primokėti, tai atvirukas jam neišduodamas.

Taigi, Nidos paštas ant atviruko atspausdintą pašto ženklą 
pripažino negaliojančiu. Ant ženklo pašto antspaudas netu-
rėjo būti dedamas. Tačiau Nidos paštas tuo metu jau buvo 
IV eilės, jame be viršininko dar dirbo prižiūrėtojas I eilės ir 
valdininkas IV eilės. Dar ir vienas laiškanešys. Matyt valdi-
ninkas tą atviruką priėmė kaip apmokėtą ir ženklą nuvertino 
antspaudu. Tik po to kažkuris darbuotojas apsižiūrėjo kad 
ženklas negaliojantis – ir toliau viskas pagal instrukcijas. Po 
dviejų dienų atvirukas jau buvo Klaipėdoje, kur adresatas 

On February 15, 1930, Lithuanian Post issued a series of 
commemorative stamps, "Grand Duke Vytautas 500 death 
anniversary". These stamps were taken out of circulation on 
July 15, 1934. In addition, in 1930, two postal stationery cards 
with an imprinted 15ct stamp were issued for domestic use: 
a single postal and a double reply card. These were the only 
commemorative postal cards issued in Lithuania. 

The date of issue and the 
total number of these cards 
in circulation remain unknown. 
However, the recently sold 
commemorative card shown 
below provides us with new 
information.

The reply card was used as a 
simple correspondence card. 
The practice did not contradict 
the postal regulations; both 
sections of a double reply card 
could be detached and used 
separately as prepaid corre-
spondence cards. On July 16, 
1934, the postal card was sent 
from Nida to Klaipėda. As if 

everything is normal. However, there, in Nida, the oval hand-
stamp "PRIMOKĖTI NIDA" was placed on the postal card. 
A surcharge of 30 ct added in red pencil, apparently by a 
postal worker in Nida. The imprinted stamp is also outlined 
in red pencil. Let us see what the 1931 Postal Regulations 
clarify about this:

Rule 32. A postal item is considered unpaid if a) stamps withdrawn from 
circulation are affixed. 

Rule 34. The symbol "O" is written next to worthless stamps.

Rule 107. Unpaid or underpaid cards shall be forwarded to the destination, 
and the addressee shall be liable for a special charge of twice the postage 
amount. The card shall not be delivered if the addressee refuses to pay the duty.

Thus, the Nida post office recognized the imprinted stamp 
on the card as invalid. The stamp should not have been 
postmarked. However, at that time, the Nida post office was 
already of the 4th rank, and in addition to the postmaster, 
a supervisor of the 1st rank and a clerk of the 4th rank also 
worked there, and one postman. Apparently, a clerk had 
accepted that postal card as fully paid and canceled it. Only 
later, an employee noticed that the stamp was invalid and 
everything then proceeded according to the postal regulations. 

Fig. 1: Arvirukas su jau negaliojančiu 15ct pašto ženklu.
Postal card with the 15ct stamp marked as no longer valid.
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Lithuanian formular postal cards (1920-1940)
Audrius Brazdeikis, Houston, Texas

A formular postal card is a government-issued unfranked postal 
card (neženklinis atvirukas) that typically, but not always, car-
ries the same pattern design as a government-issued franked 
card. The formular cards were sold in the post offices for 
the amount of money printed inside the rectangular boxed 
space reserved for the postage stamp and served the same 
purpose as widely used privately printed postcards – for pri-
vate and business correspondence. Both government-issued 
formular postal cards and privately printed postcards could 
have been used only by affixing postage stamps.

In his two articles in 1978 [1-2], Walter Norton first described 
Lithuanian formular postal cards. Norton listed all four black 
formular cards that first appeared in 1920. In his first article, 
due to the nature of printing technology then available, he 
used rather basic graphics to illustrate the formular cards. 
That resulted in some minor inaccuracies. His second follow-
up study described six government-issued color formular 
cards that first appeared in circulation in 1923.

This new study, some 40 years later, expands on the previ-
ous two articles, corrects found inaccuracies, shows all four 
black government-issued formular cards and their German 
historical predecessors, and describes five additional color 
formular cards that were recently discovered.

Historical predecessors (1918-1919)

After the Armistice was signed in Northern France on Nov 11, 
1918, which essentially ended WWI hostilities, Lithuanians 
quickly formed their government, adopted a provisional 
constitution, and started organizing basic administrative 
structures. When the Postgebiet Ob.-Ost postal authorities 
proceeded to close its civilian post offices on Dec 25, 1918, 
the Lithuanian Postal Board (Pašto Valdyba) organized the 

printing of its stamps and proceeded to develop and expand 
the national postal system - the network of post offices.

In addition to various privately printed postcards, German 
letter cards and formular postal cards also had been used in 
Lithuania for correspondence as early as Dec 31, 1918 [3]. 
These foreign government-issued cards can be considered 
the historical predecessors of Lithuanian government-issued 
formular cards.

There are several known types of German Feldpostkarte 
formular cards, including F36 (1.17), F36 (6.17), and F36 
(8.17). Similarly, known types of Postkarte formular cards 
are C154 (1.16) and C154 (10.16). Additionally, there are 
two known types of Feldpostbrief letter cards: one with 
the date (8.17) and another without any numbers. Below, 
you will find examples of these cards that were sent via 
two separate postal systems co-existing in Lithuania from 
December 1918 until September 1919.

Fig. 1: German Postkarte formular card C 154 (10.16) mailed 
from Kaunas on Mar 15, 1919 via Lithuanian postal system.

Fig. 2: German Feldpostkarte formular card F 36 (8.17) mailed 
from Seinai on May 1, 1919 via Lithuanian postal system.

Fig. 3: German Feldpostkarte formular card F 36 (1.17) mailed 
from Kaunas on May 17, 1919 via Feldpost 728.
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1940 - No. 15. The fifteenth formular card appeared in 1940. 
The total number of cards in circulation is unknown. The color 
is orange-red (Michel Farbenführer: orangerot (17-13-6)). It is 
printed on light tan paper stock, size 150 x 105mm. It has a 
similar design to the 1938 issue formular card. The smaller 
Vytis knight design appears in the upper left corner inside 
the triangular vertically shaded shield. A solid vertical line 
divides the face of the card into 1/3 and 2/3 areas. To the 
right, the left centered is a one-liner text: “LIETUVA ✦ LITHU-
ANIE”. Below is “ATVIRUKAS / CARTE POSTALE” and a single-
lined rectangular blank box of 17 x 21mm, reserved for the 
postage stamp, with text: “Pašto ženklui  vieta / Blankas 5 
cent.” Further below are five horizontal lines for the address.

1936 - No. 13. The thirteenth formular card appeared in 1936. 
The total number of cards in circulation is unknown. The color 
is yellowish-red (Michel Farbenführer: gelbichrot (17-4-6)). It is 
printed on light tan paper stock, size 140 x 100mm. It has a 
similar design to the 1933 formular card with one significant 
difference. A border of double solid lines surrounds the entire 
card. The smaller Vytis knight design appears in the upper 
left corner inside the unshaded shield. In the upper right 
corner is a dotted single-lined rectangular blank box of 17 
x 21mm, reserved for the postage stamp, with text: “Pašto 
ženklui vieta / Blankas 5 cent.” The top centered is a one-
liner text: “ATVIRUKAS / CARTE POSTALE”. A vertical solid line 
divides the card into the message area and the address area 
with additional five equally spaced horizontal lines.

Fig. 29: No.13 formular card (1936). Fig. 30: No.14 formular card (1938). 

Fig. 31: 15ct postal stationery card, Jank 25 (1938).

Fig. 32: No.15 formular card (1940). 

1938 - No. 14. The fourteenth formular card appeared in 
1938. The total number of cards in circulation is unknown. 
The color is orange-red (Michel Farbenführer: orangerot (17-13-
6)). It is printed on light tan paper stock, size 150 x 105mm. 
It has a similar design to a pictorial postal stationery card 
Jank 25 (Fig. 31). The new Vytis knight design appears in 
the upper left corner inside the triangular vertically shaded 
shield. A solid vertical line divides the face of the card into 
1/3 and 2/3 areas. To the right, the top centered is a one-
liner text: “LIETUVA ✦ LITHUANIE”. Below is “ATVIRUKAS / 
CARTE POSTALE” and a single-lined rectangular blank box 
of 17 x 21mm, reserved for the postage stamp, with text: 
“Pašto ženklui  vieta / Blankas 5 cent.” Further below are 
five horizontal lines for the address.

Summary

This study provides a comprehensive description and illus-
tration of Lithuanian government-issued formular cards 
and tracing their historical predecessors. It examines four 
government-issued black formular cards along with eleven 
government-issued color formular cards. Notably, five of 
these color cards have only recently been discovered. The 
author invites contributions of 300 dpi scans of postally used 
formular cards, particularly those with earlier usage dates, 
and can be contacted via email: audrius@lithuanianphilately.com
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•	 Subscription to the Society’s Journal
•	 Free stamp authentication service
•	 Discount on back issues of all LPS and 
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We currently have 130 active 
members of various ethnic origins, but 
predominantly Lithuanian. Most of the 
members reside in the United States, 
but we also have members in Europe 
(Lithuania, France, Germany), Canada, 
Japan and Australia.
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http://lithuanianphilately.com/lps/

Join the Lithuania Philatelic Society
The Lithuania Philatelic Society (LPS) was founded in 1946 in Chicago, Illinois. It is 

bilingual organization (English and Lithuanian). The Society’s journal (ISSN 2381-5884) 
is well illustrated and comprehensive in scope, contains articles primarily in English, 

distributed free of charge to society members and major libraries in USA and Lithuania


